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that such intellectual ambition will develop in U.S. historical 
archaeology, I do believe we will see unification of theory 
and conclusions supported by archaeological data in Britain.

By the time I finished the book, I realized that there 
is a great need for more precision throughout historical 
archaeology everywhere.  We know how to dig in the 
ground very well, but we do not connect what we count to 
what we want to know.  The methods part of our research 
designs is thin.  I think most people know this, and it is 
obvious throughout The Familiar Past?, but we all need 
to work on this part of our science.  Further, this book is 
remarkably untied to the fertile research design for studying 
capitalism in Matthew Johnson’s An Archaeology of Capital-
ism (Blackwell Publishers, Oxford, 1995).  Johnson’s volume 
is a general research design for historical archaeology in 
Britain, and it is intellectually sound, in part, because of 
its political implications.  Together, these two books create 
a British historical archaeology, but they do so without 
reference to each other.  When unified, if ever, they will 
no longer need to make reference to North America; they 
will lead us.
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In this thought-provoking book, Paul R. Mullins focuses 
on two of the most pivotal issues in American history 
between 1850 and 1930, namely, the spread of racial ideol-
ogy and the inception of modern consumer culture.  The 
author intentionally acknowledges that the interpretation 
of the past cannot be divorced from the perception of the 
present, especially in reference to political and economic 
power.  The book is the result of several years of engage-
ment with the archaeological project known as “Archaeol-
ogy in Annapolis,” marshaled by Mark Leone and Parker 
Potter and whose main tenets include the demystification 
of archaeology.  Using a critical approach, archaeology 
should study how a past is constructed, and the archaeologist 
needs to pay attention to how people think about their own 
identity and history.  Mullins subscribes to this agenda and 
the author’s personal involvement and interest in all aspects 
of African-American issues underpin the narrative and lead 
the reader to follow his informed arguments.

The book is logically organized into eight chapters.  
“Racializing Consumer Culture” serves as an introduction 
to the volume, summing up his aim to study the invention 
of racial subjects, such as blacks, Indians, Jews, and Irish 
(all originally considered as non-whites), and the gradual 
whitening of the European immigrants in the decades 
studied by the author.  In a way, the aim is to understand 
racism and resistance to it.  The main contention is that 

consumption was as significant symbolic and concrete way 
of expressing civil aspirations and resistance to racism.

“The Politicization and Politics of African-American 
Consumption” deals with the question of how different 
consumption tactics were political.  Mullins criticizes 
the established definition of consumption as the reproduc-
tion of essential identities mirrored in material forms and 
also challenges the classic notion of cultures as neatly 
bounded homogeneous entities, so common in archaeology 
since Childe and Kidder.  Mullins prefers to stress the 
heterogeneous and fluid aspects of identity, as well as the 
agency of individuals and communities.

“Material and Symbolic Racism in Consumer Space” pays 
attention to surveillance and consumer society.  Mullins 
studies body discipline through patent medicines and hair-
straightening material, oral and documentary evidence, turning 
then to the politics of racial resettlement in Annapolis, again 
using a variety of sources.  The author emphasizes both 
the structuring of domination into everyday activities and 
the way resistance was possible by expressing a unique 
symbolism that cannot be understood by reference to white 
consumer ideology.

“Producers As Well As Consumers,” on market space 
in African-American Annapolis, includes topics on African-
American entrepreneurship, on marketing, and on the chain 
and corner stores.  There is also a section on African-
American consumers and Jewish merchants, once considered 
by WASP ideology as black.  The author concludes that 
marketing discourses were central to the critique of racism, 
as African Americans attempted to accept, evade, minimize, 
or resist exploitation.

“Moralizing Work and Materialism” deals with genteel 
ideology and the material world.  Studying unsupervised 
labor in the fishing industry, using documents, photographs, 
and archaeological assemblages, Mullins argues that the shifts 
in fish consumption indicate African Americans often used 
material consumption as a way to articulate struggle.

“Modes of Consumption” turns to the racialization of 
domestic labor and to the tactical agency that enabled 
African Americans to seize opportunities through which they 
could manipulate the conditions of domination.  The author 
produces a fine analysis of the movement of goods from 
white employers to African-American employees.  Rather 
than limiting himself to traditional archaeological ceramic 
analysis, his interpretation focuses on ceramic consumption 
as a tactic not that different from decycling or pilfering.  
African-American ceramic assemblages do not comply to 
genteel decorum, suggesting both non-market exchange and 
rejection of learned Victorian taste.

“Affluent Aspiration” looks for the evidence of the threat 
felt by the elites, as mass consumption could challenge 
traditional white elite exclusive material privileges.  Mullins 
takes consumption as potentially empowering and uses bric-
a-brac and brand name products as evidence of an African-
American struggle for their rights.  It was only too natural 
that genteel observers were upset by the consumption of 
brands and nationally produced goods and the resulting 
racialized ideology of thrift was unable to suppress African-
American autonomous aspirations to consumer citizenship.

“Double Consciousness, Whiteness, and Consumer Culture” 
concludes the volume, arguing that the focus of African-
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American consumption was a rejection of black and white 
as incompatible identities.  Archaeological assemblages 
in Annapolis seem to confirm that there was a persistent 
African-American desire for full citizenship and that con-
sumption, by the 1920s, was more important to overall 
American identity than religion or nationalism.

The book is a good example of the fruits an interdisci-
plinary approach can bear, for the author mixes very skill-
fully documents, oral testimony, photographs, and material 
evidence.  Mullins also is keen to draw on anthropology, 
sociology, semiotics, history, and philosophy, not restricting 
himself to archaeology, and the result is clearly worth of 
praise.  His treatment of the subject perhaps could gain if 
Bourdieu (on symbolic violence), Spencer-Wood (on gender), 
or Siân Jones (on ethnicity) were used, but his references 
include, among hundreds of titles, authors as varied as 
Baudrillard, Foucault, and Michael Shanks.

Most importantly, though, is his commitment to write 
a specific people’s history in active collaboration with 
the studied people.  This public-archaeology approach has 
enabled the author to understand the subject better and, 
at the same time, to include his study in a contemporary 
struggle for equity.  It is perhaps amazing, especially for 
foreigners and for those concerned with the critique of 
market and consumer society, to find that consumption can 
be interpreted as empowering.  The doubts vanish, however, 
as we follow the arguments, and the main contribution of 
this book is to provide us a new way of considering the 
mixed relationship of ethnicity and consumption in a modern 
capitalist society.
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In the opening paragraph of Between Artifacts and Texts, 
Andrén presents a problem with which I am sure most 
readers of this journal are familiar.  He states that the 
contributions of historical archaeology are not readily 
accepted by many as being a meaningful way of understand-
ing the past.  According to Andréén, the reason for this 
problem is that historical archaeology exists in an anomalous 
position—awkwardly situated among the disciplines of 
history, anthropology, and archaeology.  The result is that 
historical archaeology contributes to all of these disciplines 
but is not really a part of any of them.  To solve this 
problem Andrén argues that the key to overcoming intel-
lectual marginalization is to work towards the breakdown 
of disciplinary boundaries.  This work represents Andrén’s 
attempt to blur these academic boundary lines and illustrate 
that historical archaeology should not be viewed as a weak 

relative of other disciplines but rather as a field uniquely 
positioned to understand the past.

The book is seven chapters long and is roughly divided 
into two parts.  The first half of the book consists of a 
brief introductory chapter followed by three chapters on 
historical archaeology in several parts of the world.  The first 
chapter articulates the problem of historical archaeology’s 
intellectual marginalization.  It is a brief commentary on 
historical archaeology, its mixed relationship with other 
academic disciplines, and the paradox of doing archaeology 
in conjunction with literary sources, where documents are 
seen as both a strength (e.g., facilitating interpretation and 
comparisons) and a problem (e.g., texts make archaeology 
redundant).

Chapters two, three, and four present overviews of histori-
cal archaeology in Europe(Chapter Two), the Middle East 
and Asia (Chapter Three), and Africa and America (Chapter 
Four).  In some regards those three chapters alone make this 
text a worthwhile addition to one’s library.  The chapters 
are significant for three reasons.  First, they compel readers 
to examine what constitutes historical archaeology.  Andrén 
uses a wide lens in defining historical archaeology (cf. 
Egyptology).  He conceives of the discipline much more 
broadly than most historical archaeologists tend to do.  
Second, the three chapter overviews thoroughly illustrate 
how archaeology is politicized.  Time and time again I 
was struck by how nationalist ideologies were catalysts for 
archaeological exploration throughout the world.  Finally, 
Andrén reminds us that the world of historical archaeology 
extends well beyond the United States.

In the those chapters alone Andrén effectively fulfills 
the ideal of the Plenum series on global archaeology.  Of 
the 95 pages in the three chapters, Andrén only spends 10 
pages commenting on historical archaeology in the U.S. (pp. 
95-104).  Some readers may take issue with this relatively 
limited treatment of U.S. historical archaeology, as well 
as the related fact that any moderately well-read historical 
archaeologist will be entirely familiar with Andrén’s com-
mentary on the historical archaeology undertaken in the 
United States.  To do this, however, loses sight of the forest 
while among the trees.  Andrén’s bibliography includes 
materials published in at least 20 countries.  Any criticism 
of his treatment of U.S. historical archaeology loses perspec-
tive on what Andrén has attempted to do.  Personally, I 
found the decentering of U.S. Historical archaeology quite 
refreshing.  I am familiar with the history of historical 
archaeology in the U.S., but I know very little about work 
in such places as Japan, India, or Africa.

The three overview chapters set Andrén up for the second 
portion of the book (consisting of two lengthy chapters and 
a short concluding chapter).  Chapter Five builds upon the 
preceding three chapters to highlight some of the broad 
patterns in historical archaeology that bridge the apparent 
boundaries between disciplines of archaeology and history.  
Andrén outlines five broad traditions (The Aesthetic Tradi-
tion, The Philological Tradition, The Historical Tradition, 
The Tradition of Cultural History, and The Archaeological 
Tradition) which summarize the differing ways academics 
have articulated the relationship between artifacts and texts.  
Andrén is careful to note, however, that those traditions 
are not necessarily mutually exclusive, nor reflect a strict 


